Journeys Elite

FULL ITINERARY

Casablanca – Chefchaouen – Fez – Erg Chebbi – Todra – Ait Benhaddou – Marrakech – Essaouira – Casablanca

Friday 16th October – Saturday 31st October 2009

Day 1

Friday 16th October 2009
Arrival into Casablanca Airport at 15.25 on Qatar Airways Flight 552H       Your driver will be awaiting you in the arrivals hall with a board with your names on it. Transfer into the city centre and to Hotel Ajiad - 1 night HOTEL AJIAD – 1 Double Room - Bed and Breakfast

If you are not too tired, there may be time to visit some of this City late in the afternoon. 

Day 2

Saturday 17th October 2009
After breakfast, take some time in Casablanca in the morning to visit the Hassan II Mosque (if you did not have the chance on day 1).    The Mosque was opened in 1993 as a tribute to the vision of King Hassan.   Inspired by the Koran, which says ‘the throne of God lies on the water’, the Mosque’s site is as stunning as its architecture, with Atlantic waves crashing up against its white marble walls.  One of the largest in the world, its minaret towers up 200m, the interior prayer hall can accommodate 20,000 worshippers with room for a further 80,000 in the exterior courtyard.  English speaking guided tours are available. 

After visiting the Mosque, leave the city of Casablanca and drive north to the Rif Mountain town of Chefchaouen.  Arrival by early evening.  First night CASA HASSAN  - 1 Double Room – Bed and Breakfast
Day 3

Sunday 18th October 2009
A day spent exploring and enjoying Chefchaouen.   This beautiful town nestles in the hollow of two mountains – Jebel Ech-Chaoun (The Horns) – from which it takes it’s name.  It’s centre is compact with steep narrow streets with white and indigo blue washed buildings, small squares, ornate fountains and houses with elaborately decorated doorways and red tile roofs -  it all makes for a delightful town.  

It was founded in 1471by Idrissi Shorfa, descendants of the Prophet Mohammed, and as a stronghold in the fight against the Portugeuse.   Today Chefchaouen is one of the most fascinating and photogenic towns in Morocco.   Second night  - CASA HASSAN - 1 Double Room – Bed and Breakfast 

Day 4

Monday 19th October 2009
After breakfast, leave Chefchaouen, and make the journey south, heading down out of the Rif Mountains.   You will have the chance in the early afternoon to visit Volubilis and Moulay Idriss.   The Roman City of Volubilis was once the western most City of the Roman Empire, and the ancient site is set in a picturesque valley.  After visiting the ruins, drive up into the small town of Moulay Idriss. The resting place of Moulay Idriss I, direct descendant of the Prophet Mohammed, this town is a major pilgrimage destination of Moroccans.  
Until 1920, non-Muslims found here would have been executed, but today you can wander through the white streets and make your way up for a wonderful panorama overlooking the tomb and town below.  

In the late afternoon continue your journey onto the city of Fez.   Arrival into the Medina and your Riad – RIAD EL YACOUT.  1st night – 1 Double Room – Bed and Breakfast. 

Day 5

Tuesday 20th October 2009
A whole day to explore and enjoy Fez. 
Fez is divided into three distinct parts.   Fez El Djede (Fez the New), established in the 13th Century, is where you’ll find most of the royal palaces, gardens and museums.    The Ville Nouvelle, the modern city built by the French in the 20th Century, which has tree-lined avenues packed with cafes, juice shops, patisseries and restaurants -   

But the real Morocco is captured in Fez el Bali (Old Fez) – founded in 800 BC by Moulay Idrriss II this labyrinth of over 900 narrow, twisting and turning lanes will not fail to enthral.   Wandering through the local souks is like taking a step back into the MiddlesAges, as the locals go about their work the same way they would have 1200 years ago.   

The copper smiths, the tanneries with their powerful aroma, colourful yarns in the dyers souks, children carrying trays of bread balanced neatly on their heads and cries of “balak balak”  (meaning Attention)– will send you scrambling to hug the walls -  well out of the way of the heavily ladened mules.  Combine all this with the enchanting architecture of intricate mosaic tiles, carefully carved stucco and elaborately decorated cedar wood ceilings.

Second night in RIAD EL YACOUT - 1 Double Room - Bed and Breakfast

Day 6

Wednesday 21st October 2009
Make an early start after breakfast, leaving Fez and travelling South.   You will cross the Middle Atlas Mountain range.  Passing through the towns of Midelt and eventually onto Er Rachidia.   From here you head further south, out into the Saharan Desert.   Pass through the small town of Erfoud, a former Foreign Legion outpost,  before arriving early evening in Merzouga.   This small town rests on the south  western side of the largest sand sea in Morocco – Erg Chebbi.

Ali will welcome you at his Auberge –KSAR BICHA.
1st night Ksar Bicha – 1 Double Room – Half Board  (Drive – Fez to Merzouga approx 8 hours excl. stops)

Day 7

Thursday 22nd October 2009
Pass a relaxing morning in Merzouga.   You will have the opportunity with your driver to visit the small village of Khemliya to the south, spend time with the local people and hear their traditional music from the Sudan.  After lunch take a Camel Trek across the dunes of Erg Chebbi - arriving early evening in a small Bedouin camp on the eastern side of the sand sea.  You will each have your own camel and be led in a caravan by your camel guide.   It is essential that you take your sleeping bags, warm clothing, and enough water for your journey.    Sleeping mats,pillows and extra blankets can be provided in the camp. 

1 night camping, either in Bedouin tent or bivouac under the stars. (Full Board) (no  facilities)

Day 8

Friday 23rd October 2009

After sunrise and breakfast in dunes, your camel guide will lead you on foot, the short distances (about 15-20 minutes) to the Hamada (The black stony desert to the east of Erg Chebbi).   Here you will rendezvous with your driver and 4x4.   Return to Merzouga and to Ksar Bicha.    After taking showers and freshening up, leave Merzouga and make the journey via Rissani and westwards to the town of Tinerhir.   From here you will head up into the Gorges du Todra.   

One night HOTEL AMAZIR - 1 Double Room  - Half Board

Day 9

Saturday 24th October 2009
Time in the morning to visit and explore the Gorges. The magnificent gorge is a massive fault in the plateau, which divides the High Atlas Mountains and the Jebel Sahro Mountains to the south.    A crystal clear river emerges at the top of the gorge, and runs down the dense palmed valley to the town of Tinerhir.   The Gorge rises 300 metres at it’s narrowest point. 

(From Hotel Amazir, at first light it will be possible to head back down the valley with your driver, where there will be the opportunity for some excellent dawn shots from the panoramic view points overlooking the palmed valley below). 

Later in the day continue your journey eastwards to the city of Ouarzazate.    You then head north and turn off the main route, to the Fortified Village of Ait Benhaddou.   Situated on the south side of the High Atlas Mountains, this is one of the best preserved Fortresses in Morocco.  It’s location once commanded all the trade routes across the Atlas Mountains to the north.  In more recent years it has been used as a backdrop location in many films.    

Spend one night in the KASBAH HOTEL AIT BENHADDOU - 1 Double Room – Half-Board

Day 10

Sunday 25th October 2009
There are some great photo opportunities from the roof terrace of the hotel at first light overlooking the river valley and across to the Kasbah.   A chance after breakfast to explore the Kasbah on foot.   By mid/late morning leave Ait Benhaddou, and make the journey, north across the Tiz’n’Ticka Pass.  You’ll cross the High Atlas Mountains, before descending onto the plains and into the city of Marrakech. 

Arrival into Marrakech by early evening.   First night  - RIAD DAR KARAM - 1 Double Room – Bed and Breakfast (changed to RIAD AL JAZIRA) 
Day 11

Monday 26th October 2009
A whole day spent exploring and enjoying Marrakech.  

Marrakech, often described as ‘the jewel at the foot of the Atlas Mountains’, Built by the Almoravid Berbers in the 11C, as a base for their rampaging conquest into Europe and Eastern Africa, it is still regarded today as the gateway city to the immense continent to the south. 

This vibrant and delightful city, which was once the capital and still bears witness today to the past splendour of its fascinating history.    A chance to explore the museums, palaces and gardens, and souks, and soak up the infinite variety of aromas and scents.   Enjoy the uniqueness of the Djemaa El Fna, by day and by night..

Guilez, the new city, introduced under the French in the 1930’s, and home to the beautiful Jardin Marjorelle.   The gardens were designed and given as gift to the people of Marrakech, by the French Artist Jacque Marjorelle, in the 1930’s.    The small Museum, housed in the Pavilion contains some wonderful Berber artifacts and a number of sketches by Marjorelle.

We would also recommend visiting these places in the Medina:

Merdersa Ben Youssef (Koranic School)

Palais de la Bahia

Saadian Tombs

The Souks

Place Jemaa-el-Fna

Museum of Marrakech - often houses Modern Art

Dar Si Said Museum (if open)

The exterior of the Koutoubia Mosque (not possible for non-Muslims to enter)

It is possible to take a horse drawn carriage (caleche) around the city

Second night – RIAD DAR KARAM (changed to RIAD AL JAZIRA) – 1 Double Room - Bed and Breakfast 

Day 12

Tuesday 27th October 2009

2nd full day in Marrakech.   Third night in RIAD DAR KARAM (changed to RIAD AL JAZIRA) - 1 Double

Room – Bed and Breakfast
Day 13

Wednesday 28th October 2009
After breakfast in the Riad, your driver will meet you at the Riad, and drive you out to the Atlantic Port town of Essaouira.   It’s a journey of 3 hours westwards out to the Ocean.  This Atlantic Port was once ruled by the Portuguese.   The bustling fishing harbour is always full of activity and teeming with small boats.  The ramparts and former battlements of the city provide excellent views of the sweeping bay and islands.  A beautiful white washed medina,
with small alleyways and narrow streets with blue shutters and brightly painted doors.  The fresh sea breezes provide a fine and refreshing contrast to the desert and mountains.  

First night - RIAD DAR LIOUBA - 1 Double Room – Bed and Breakfast
Day 14
Thursday 29th October 2009
A whole day spent exploring and enjoying Essaouira – Second night RIAD DAR LIOUBA - 1 Double Room – Bed and Breakfast
Day 15

Friday 30th October 2009
After breakfast, leave Essaouira and take the coastal route north to the City of Casablanca - 1 night at AIRPORT HOTEL CASABLANCA - 1 Double Room – Bed and Breakfast
Day 16

Saturday 31st October 2009
Transfer to Airport in readiness for return flight to Hong Kong, on Qatar Airways Flight 2551H departing at 10.00 am
Recommended Further Reading:

Lonely Planet – Morocco

Eyewitness Guide Morocco – Dorling Kindersley

Time Out – Marrakech (Essaouira & The High Atlas)

Nelles Guide – Morocco

A Traveller’s History of North Africa – Barnaby Rogerson

Lords of the Atlas – Gavin Maxwell

Recommended Maps:
Michelin Morocco – 742
Marrakech & Essaouira – The Rough Guide Map
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